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BACKGROUND 
 
Born:  Los Angeles, California - 8 December 1941 
Home:  San Diego, California 
Marital status:  Married (Nancy) - 3 children 
Religion:  Christian  
Education:  Univ of Missouri., BA, 1964, MS 1966; National Univ, MBA. 1979 
Military:  Navy, 1967-87; retired Cmdr; highly decorated Navy pilot; first ace of Vietnam war; 

instructor/commanding officer of the Navy Adversary "Top Gun" Squadron at NAS 
Miramar  

Profession:  Businessman 
Political:  No previous office.  Defeated incumbent Rep Jim Bates (D) with 46% of the vote; 

represented the 44th district.  Redistricted in 1992 to the 51st District.  Reelected in 
2000 and 2002 with 64%. Redistricted to the 50th District in 2002. 

Rep Cunningham, a conservative, takes a strong interest in defense issues.   
In the 106th Congress, strongly opposed US airstrikes in Kosovo and predicted that 

the air war alone would not be successful in bringing Milosevic to the table.  Refused to 
commend the President and troops for their success in the conflict.   Said the B-2 
performed well in Kosovo.  After supporting the F-22 funding cuts in the FY00 DoD 
appropriations bill, reversed his position in March 2000 and called for doubling the 
planned buy of the fighter. Questioned the cost and capabilities of the Joint Strike 
Fighter. (DefDaily, 3Mar00) 

In the 107th Congress, during debate on the FY01 supplemental, remarked that he 
had just met with Sec/Def Rumsfeld and that while all 12 of the other appropriations 
bills have been going up, Defense "with all the deployments we have had, is down in the 
cellar."  Observed that this supplemental would not even bring it up to the baseline.  
Commended the crew of the EP-3 in China for their efforts to conceal classified 
information with the minimal time given under the circumstances. Reintroduced 
corrective legislation addressing the FEHBP option for military retirees.  Supported 
production of 750 F-22s.  Urged the Sec/Def to buy the Predator-B UAV for the Air Force.  
Stated that more money spent on the Predator-B would help save money on systems for 
the Global Hawk.  Noting that on October 30, 2001, the Washington Times published a 
piece he wrote earlier on March 28 urging the inclusion of military leaders in the 
Sec/Def's defense review, explained that while he stood by those recommendations, they 
are out of sync today.  Explained that if he were to offer advice to the executive branch In 
November 2001, he would direct his criticism about the exclusion of military leaders from 
the process to OMB.  Observed that "once again, it appears that the military is being told 
what its needs are by the bean counters and academics, instead of the other way 
around."  Sponsored legislation to ensure that votes cast by overseas military personnel 
are counted.  Called for a hearing to review current rules governing military voting.  
Observed that the defense budget is about $200 billion in the deficit primarily because of 
the 124 deployments during the last administration.  States that if one transposes that 
over to the intelligence community, they had to deploy 124 times along with the military.  
"That funding deficit cause them the inability to modernize the systems and equipment 
that all of us say that they need to do their job."  Countered criticisms of the intelligence 
agencies with the fact that they did not have the assets required to modernize their 
efforts.  

Additional:  Underwent prostate surgery on 5Aug98.  As a swim coach, helped train 36 All-
Americans/two Olympic Gold and Silver medalists.  Co-chair, Republican Task Force on 
American Air Power.  Member -  Airpower Caucus, Impact Aid Coalition, National Security 
Caucus 

AF Bases:  None 
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